
Dear DHS Family, 
 We are almost down to the home stretch , but 
there is still much work left to be done in the 2018-19 
school term. End-of-Course testing will begin with the 
writing EOC for English I and the English II Field Test on 
March 13-14th and resume with Eng. I, Bio I, US History, 
and  Alg. I beginning May 20th.  Senior exams are sched-
uled for May 28-29th and underclassmen exams will be 
given on the 29-30th.  Parents, please note that it is the 
policy of Dillon High School and Dillon District Four that 
only seniors can exempt their final exams if they have an 
“A” and no more than five absences or a “B” and no more 
than three absences.  This is on a class by class basis. 
With the exception of students who had an End-of-Course 
exam in  Algebra I, Biology I, English I, and/or U. S. His-
tory, ALL UNDERCLASSMEN must complete an exam in 
each of their core classes.   
 At this time, I would like to thank everyone 
thus far for making this another productive school term. 
We have accomplished so much at this point, including 
creating a solid partnership with Northeastern Technology 
College. We now have a Dual Enrollment Center on campus  
housed in our Media Center. Faculty and staff, thank you 
for all that you do on a daily basis to put the needs of our 
students first.  Parents, thank you for monitoring your 
students’ grades and attendance as well as reaching out to 
their teachers, the administration, and our guidance  
department to ensure the success of your children, and 
students, thank you for being the reason why we chose to 
become educators.  Always strive to be the best you that 
you can be. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Timothy Gibbs, Principal 

Mr. McLaurin Prepares Students for 
US History EOC 

The US History classes have recently 
covered World War II and The Cold 
War. The classes are now moving into 

the Civil Rights Movement, The Vi-
etnam War, and more present-day 
events such as 9/11 and the election 
of President Barack Obama. After 
covering these standards, the US 
History classes will spend the next 
few weeks reviewing in preparation 
for the US History EOC test in late 
May. 

 

From the Principal’s Desk         

Dillon High School  

From the Office of Title I 
 

Dillon School District Four will provide 
equal employment opportunities to all 
persons without regard to race, religion, 
disability, sex, age, national origin, immi-
grant status or English-speaking status, 
or marital status.  Dillon School District 
Four will make reasonable accommoda-
tions for an individual who is  otherwise 
qualified for a position unless the accom-
modation would impose an undue hardship 
upon the district. 
 
Persons with disabilities who need addi-
tional accommodations should make their 
request for reasonable accommodations, 
in writing, to the Section 504 Coordina-
tor.  Inquiries and complaints may be 
made to the  following:  Title IX Coordi-
nator– Dr. Polly A. Elkins; American with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) Coordinator and 
Section 504 Coordinator-Amanda M. 
Hayes; and General Concerns-D. Ray 
Rogers, Superintendent. 
 
All of the above are housed in the dis-
trict office. 
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 Dillon, S.C. 29536 
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Calendar of Events 

May’s Events 

 05/04-Junior/Senior Prom 

 05/07– Progress Reports & ELA/SS Benchmarks 

 05/09-Math/Science Benchmarks 

 05/13-05/14-EOC English I Writing & English II EOC 

 05/20-05/24-Spring EOC Testing (Eng I, Bio I, Alg I, & US History) 

 05/27-Memorial Day Holiday 

 05/28-05/29-Senior Exams 

 05/29-05/30-Underclass Exams 

 05/31-Make-Up Exams/Full Day for Students 

 
REMINDER, REMINDER, REMINDER 
STUDENTS, YOU HAVE THE FOLLOWING 
ACADEMIC INTERVENTIONS IN PLACE: 
 POWER BREAKFAST 

 POWER LUNCH 

 AFTER SCHOOL ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE 
WITH YOUR CONTENT AREA TEACHER AT 
LEAST ONCE A WEEK 

 FIVE RETAKES POLICY (PER NINE WKS) 
 
*USE YOUR VALUABLE RESOURCES 

  



From the Desk of Mr. Smith 

World History is the study of how the modern world.  The decisions, the conflicts, and innovations of 
many different people spread throughout the seven continents led to the society we have today.  Cell phones, 
laptops, television, electricity, even sanitation can all be traced to the events we study in class every day. 

More specifically, we have just finished discussing the industrial revolution and imperialism which 
most directly relates to the above sentence.  The industrial revolution is the point in history where the world 
started to become more modern.  Because more powerful countries (particularly America and Great Britain) 
needed raw materials for their factories, the easiest thing to do was to go to other lands and take them.  
This led to imperialism in Asia and Africa in the 1800s.  The British had a strong presence in India while many 
European countries divided up Africa in what became known as the Scramble for Africa.    As a teacher, I try 
to get students to think about conflicting ideas.   In this case, the evils of imperialism versus the positive 
benefits that it led to in the long-term.   

Today, you can connect with anyone, anywhere in the world.  It is a long way we have come from the 
beginning of the class where Europe was an isolationist continent, content to be left alone.  It was only after 
being exposed to Middle Eastern goods such as perfumes and silks that they opened themselves up to other 
cultures.  Imagine what the world would be like today without interaction with people from different walks of 
life. 

As of this writing, April 11, the students are busy working on class projects which will familiarize them 
with remaining topics that will be covered in the remainder of the semester.  Topics include both World Wars, 
Civil Rights, and the Cold War.  Throughout the semester, the students and I have studied conflicts and wars 
fought over petty reasons, but it is equally important to me that we study incidents of progress and coopera-
tion.  When people ask me why world history is important to study, my response is that it gives students an 
informed opinion about the world, and going forward as future leaders, which is an important quality to have. 

 

Mr. Simmons Gives a Lesson in Physics 

Physics is the study of energy and motion.  It is thus capable of explaining all types of phenomena from the 
interactions of the so-called “God article” to the motion of stars.  However, such topics are not as accessi-

ble 
in the classroom.  We have to limit ourselves to practical applications.  We discuss the motion of cars, 
planes, and projectiles.  We can predict, quite accurately, what happens to a football that is thrown 20 
yards down the field to a wide receiver.  The same method allows us to determine the motion of more com-
plex system such as a rocket.  Despite what you might have heard, rocket physics isn’t that hard.   

 Rocket physics, as the name implies, is the description of what happens to a rocket as it flies from 
where it’s launched to its target.  The same physics applies whether the rocket is only going a few hundred 
feet up or to the moon.  Physics allows us to determine where the rocket will be at any given time as well 
as how far it will travel in that time interval.   

 This is the same sort of thing that we do in my Physics class.  We made some rockets from scratch 

and we used the equations of motion to predict how high they flew.  We later compared our calculated 
heights with those from our altimeter.   

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 



The Big Mission in Mr. Thuita’s Class 
Mr. T’s class is out for a big mission. A mission to demystify math and make it fun for students. We 
have embraced a variety of approaches to make students feel comfortable and ready to do math: 

We are making learning math captivating by exposing students to activities, assignments and games 
posted on web software programs available on the school district website.  

We are encouraging our learners to voice their ideas and get clarity and feedback for their thinking 
by making our math class a time for talk through partner-talk or think-pair-share. 

We are encouraging our learners to take responsibility of what they’re learning and other than giving 
direct responses, we are probing their thinking to help them make sense of what they are learning. 

We are equally preparing our students for college and/ or work by training them resilience and per-
severance while doing math problems.  

Math is rocking here for real! 

Quote by Shakuntala Devi, a mathematician: “Everything around you is mathematics”  

Spanish...From the Desk of Mrs. Silva 

Spanish is the language spoken in the greatest diversity of countries (in addition to Spain throughout Central 
and South America and even in many places in North America) and is officially the third most spoken language 
in the world, behind Chinese (second most spoken language) and English (the first most spoken language and 
the first international language worldwide). In North America it is the second most spoken language after Eng-
lish and followed in third place by French. 
 
Learning Spanish will offer you enormous advantages at work, especially if you have to work in a foreign or in-
ternational company, since there are many jobs where knowing Spanish is a fundamental requirement. 

Obviously, learning Spanish will also help you to improve your social relations, since you can relate to foreign 
people allowing you to enlarge your social circle and also have a closer contact with cultures other than yours. 

During this month the students in all my Spanish 1 classes have been doing projects where they can describe 
what sport, subject, fruit, among other things they like and do not like, I think that in this dynamic way they 
can remember how to express their likes by anything at a certain moment. 

GT Chorus by Mrs. Kathy Smith 

The GT Chorus has been very busy this year!  Thanks to the generous grant we received from the Hootie and 
The Blowfish Foundation, we have ordered new sound equipment, new choir robes, and are already practicing 
our new music for next year! The students were honored to perform in the fall at the Veterans Day Assembly, 
and they performed a seasonal concert in December.  The GT Chorus performed at the City of Dillon Christmas 
Tree Lighting ceremony, and had fun riding a float in the Dillon Christmas parade. On the last day before the 
Christmas break, they joined the Anchor Club and the Student Council and walked over to sing Christmas car-
ols for the residents at The Pines nursing home.  

The students enjoyed a trip to see the Christmas show at “Pirates Voyage,” in December as a reward for all of 
their hard work! 

The GT Chorus has formed an after school club, and they meet and sing on Thursday afternoons each week.  
They are learning music for next fall so that they can help the incoming freshmen when they arrive to sing 
next year.   

Next week the group is going to WonderWorks at Myrtle Beach where they will participate 
in fun activities to explore scientific and mathematical impacts on music.  They will also be 
participating in several team- building activities. 



 
Vision 
The vision of DHS is to create a partnership with the community to develop students who 
are responsible, successful, and highly motivated.  
 
Mission 
The mission of Dillon High School is to prepare all students to achieve excellence by creat-
ing an environment conducive to learning where students, staff, and families work together 
to promote the skills needed in a continuously changing world.  
 
Beliefs 
* Achievement comes from effort.  
* Respect fosters respect.  
* Family is the foundation of society.  
* Learning is a life-long process.  
* People are accountable for the choices they make.  
* Human beings can achieve excellence.  
* We are responsible to each other.  
* There is a Supreme Being.  
* Every human has potential.  
 

 

Dillon School District Four Mission: 
  
Dillon School District Four will inspire all stakeholders to engage students in creative, innovative, 
and critical thinking activities that address language arts, science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) standards, in order to prepare all students for college, future careers and citizenship 
in the 21st Century. 
 
                    

 


